A joint health and social services initiative for children with disabilities.
The children's disability team in Cambridge provides an integrated health and social care service for children with complex learning and physical disabilities and their families. The team uses a multidisciplinary and multi-agency teamwork approach to care provision. The effectiveness of the team was evaluated using a cooperative review of its functions, in which all the 'subjects' were active participants in defining and delivering the evaluation. This was combined with individual questionnaires regarding the team's perceived strengths and weaknesses. Particular implications for training and supervision emerged from the findings. This article discusses the ways in which the team has successfully refined its practice of collaborative working in a developmental way between 1992-1998.